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Danielle Bethell’s 12-year-old son Joel Knight has been playing baseball on the fields at Keizer Little League since he was 4. 
Last season, as Joel played with his team, Bethell noticed the field’s tattered condition, including dangerous holes in the outfield that 
fell off into an adjacent field.

“I said this is ridiculous,” she said.

The fields are owned by the city of Keizer. When asked to lead a project to fix them, Bethell set to work. A local business owner and 
member of the Keizer Rotary, she gathered donations from local sponsors and pulled volunteers to put up a new retaining wall.
She didn’t know then that her work on rebuilding the fields had just begun.

Near the end of September, the vandalism started: picnic tables broken and tossed on the field, a fence railing torn down, a portable 
bathroom overturned. Damage was estimated at several hundred dollars, but it only escalated from there.

In mid-October more picnic tables and portable bathrooms were overturned, and a dugout and storage area were severely damaged. 
Police reports suggested that the vandalism was done with an ax or hatchet and that the dugout had been completely dismantled. 
A double-decker score box had also been trashed.

Though facility employees chained the bathrooms to the fence, it wasn’t enough to stop the vandals, who lifted the toilets over the 
fence and dumped them over the field. The youth association offered a $1,000 reward for information that led to the arrest and 
conviction of those 
responsible for the damage.

In late October, Keizer Police finished interviews with four suspects, three 17-year-old boys and one 18-year-old man, who admitted 
to the damage, some citing bad experiences with the baseball program and another pointing to boredom as their motives. The youth 
association agreed to a civil compromise, including reimbursements for the damages and the rebuilding the damaged property.

But within days of the vandalism hitting the news, Bethell received a call from Larry Dalke of Dalke Construction.
“He said, ‘you’ve been working so hard on those fields, let me help you fix (the other field),’” Bethell said. “I wasn’t going to say no.”

Meetings and planning occurred over the next couple of months. A goal was set to restore the vandalized field by two weeks before 
the start of the baseball season — with a budget of up to $16,000. Bethell hoped for community support to bring down costs, but 
the nature of the construction business is that everything is “weather-permitting,” making it difficult to nail down dates for 
reconstruction.

“When the sun comes out everyone in construction is busy,” she said.

But in early February, six weeks before the start of baseball season, Bethell decided there was no more time to lose. When she and 
Dalke pooled their resources, the support flowed in. A host of businesses offered to donate materials and labor.

On Saturday, between 25 and 30 skilled volunteers will complete the reconstruction project — weeks before the season is slated to 
begin. Bethell expects to stay under a budget of $5,500. Dalke said he was impressed how many businesses stepped up.

“It’s incredible how much people are willing to give ,” he said. “We like to give back to the community and we have. We enjoy helping 
out where we can. Get the kids back to baseball.”

Kayla Van Lydegraf, vice president of marketing at Dale’s Remodeling, said the business wanted to get involved in any way 
possible. Dale’s Remodeling will be at the park Saturday to donate time and bring snacks for volunteers.

“It’s so important to the Keizer Community. It brings a lot of the kids together, it’s an important part of Keizer,” Van Lydegraf said.

Joel and his team mates should be able to enjoy their season, regardless of the actions of other people, she said. “I think it’s the 
passion I have as a mother that is really drawing people into this.”
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